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 Book Reviews 1527

 Gross provides an illuminating explanation
 of "court and market" practices in Adams
 County, Mississippi, and other cotton South
 jurisdictions. Adams County lawyer-planters'
 "practices rested on slavery," Gross reports. "In
 this way, slavery shaped legal practice, and
 lawyers and judges became invested in the in-
 stitution of slavery." Indeed, issues concerning
 slaves made up nearly half of the disputes ar-
 gued by litigants and their lawyers in the Ad-
 ams County circuit court.

 Gross plows the well-tilled field of honor to
 explain the symbiotic relationship between
 white honor and African American dishonor
 in the courtroom. Suppression of slaves' testi-
 mony and the refusal to honor explicitly their
 decisions, feelings, and perceptions also up-
 held white men's honor. White men displayed
 their honor in court not only by their behavior
 but also by affirming their control of slaves.
 Therefore, lawyers often had to show that a
 slave in question was beyond anyone's control.
 For example, if an enslaved person committed
 suicide, the strong tendency was to attribute
 that suicide to insanity rather than to a con-
 scious decision to escape from slavery's hard-
 ships and brutalities. The law ground fine
 even in cases of runaways and alleged thieves.
 Dr. Samuel Cartwright's famous "medicaliza-
 tion" of running away as "drapetomania" had
 legal utility: it was often argued that slaves' re-
 peated running away resulted from addiction,
 not from cruel treatment.

 White litigants, juries, and judges made a
 concerted effort to maintain legal control over
 slaves. In the face of such strong control, how
 could slaves have any influence over civil trials
 that affected them? Gross argues only for an
 indirect influence. Sometimes slave resistance
 meant that white men had no choice but to
 evaluate slaves' choices in civil court. Enslaved
 people's independent behavior often resulted
 in white men's efforts to defend their honor
 against any implication that they had failed to
 control their slaves or had been successfully
 tricked by them. Most important in court was,
 of course, whose perception prevailed.

 There are some small problems, but they
 by no means degrade the book. Gross's expla-
 nation of the role of honor in civil trials con-
 cerning enslaved property is certainly valid,
 yet it is sometimes repetitive. Gross only

 vaguely explains her case sampling method.
 And Virginia, rather than any of the cotton
 states, contained the largest slave population
 through 1860.

 Philip J. Schwarz
 Virginia Commonwealth University
 Richmond, Virginia

 Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi:
 Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradi-
 tion, 1830-1860. By Christopher J. Olsen.
 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. x,
 266 pp. $45.00, ISBN 0-19-513147-9.)

 Two related features of Mississippi's political
 culture contributed to the success of the state's
 secession movement, Christopher J. Olsen ar-
 gues. A masculine tradition of honor, which
 reified independence and sensitized citizens
 and politicians alike to signs of slavish submis-
 sion, encouraged rhetorically violent reactions
 to the antisouthern pronouncements of the
 increasingly Republican North. That culture
 of honor thrived in Mississippi in part because
 political parties were relatively weak. Cam-
 paigns generally revolved around neighbor-
 hood issues and personalities, not statewide
 concerns, and voters and candidates were
 rarely bound together within a disciplined
 partisan framework. The heritage of Jackso-
 nian party competition might have compli-
 cated the process of secession in other parts of
 the South, Olsen argues, but Mississippi's se-
 cessionists operated in a political context
 largely free of institutional restraints. Honor
 and antiparty sentiments combined to create a
 volatile climate in the 1850s, as politicians
 scrambled for votes by defending slavery and
 championing manly independence against the
 demeaning insults of the "abolitionist" North.
 After an initial chapter setting the social and
 political context of Jacksonian Mississippi,
 Olsen devotes the rest of his book to a close
 analysis of the political forces at work in that
 crucial decade when the Union split apart.

 Much of what Olsen describes enriches but
 does not alter our understanding of the poli-
 tics of secession in the Deep South. He offers
 fascinating glimpses into the various rituals
 through which community and politics inter-
 sected, from the electioneering and voting day
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